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To Miss

1789*

MADAM,

OF the many problems In the nature of
that wonderful creature Man, this Is one of the
most extraordinary, that he shall go on from day
to day, from week to week, from month to months
or perhaps from year to year, suffering a hun-
dred times more in an hour from the impotent
consciousness of neglecting what he ought to
do, than the very doing of It would cost him.
I am deeply Indebted to you, first for a most
elegant poetic compliment;* then for'a polite,
obliging letter; and, lastly, for your excellent
poem on the Slave-Trade; and yet, wretch
that 1 am! though the debts were debts of
honour, and the creditor a lady, I have put off
and put off even the very acknowledgment of the
obligation, until you must Indeed be the very
angel I take you for. If you can forgive me.

Your

* See page 49,